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The Movie Business

Total average cost in 2007 was approximately $106.6 million 
($70.8 million to produce and $35.9 million to market).

To recover these costs, studios receive money from at least 
six sources:

Box office revenues (20%)

DVD Sales and Rentals (50%)

Pay-per-view (PPV) and premium cable

Distribution in foreign markets

Distribution of independent films

Product placement and marketing   



Studios in the 1940s

The big five studios of the 1940s were:
Paramount
MGM
RKO
Warner Bros
Twentieth Century Fox

The little three studios of the 1940s were:
Columbia
Universal
United Artists



Today’s Big Six by Revenues 
(as of 2014)

Twentieth Century Fox $1,790,494,060

Buena Vista $1,617,539,825

Warner Bros $1,562,410,854

Sony/Columbia $1,261,543,618

Universal $1,115,328,403

Paramount $1,052,874,509



Your Turn!

It is now your turn to be part of the film industry but 
for now at a small, yet representative, scale.



Your Final Project “Keep in 
Mind” Guidelines

Create a two-minute film.

A total of three films for the entire class.

Everyone in the group MUST participate.

Cannot record any of the students’ face unless PRIOR
written permission has been obtained. You may include 
back shots that do not show the person’s face.

You may only record in the school facilities and always 
supervised by your teacher, Juan, or myself as the assistant.

You must give credit to authors and/or images following the 
copyright guidelines.  



Your Video’s Must HAVEs:

The video must tell a story within the following main 
topic:

“My school.”

It may combine different media (video, audio, and still 
images).

It must be edited using Windows Media Maker or any 
other video editing program. Be creative!

It must include an “introduction” and a “credits” 
section.



Steps to Video Production

1. Come up with an idea (based on the main topic)

2. Planning and rubric
 What will happen? Who will do what?

3. Storyboarding/scripting
 Sketch out scenes that the video project will have

4. Sets/props and costumes
 Planning the place/background the video will be shot at

 Make sure there is enough light and the background is 
free of noise

 Create costumes if necessary



Cont’d
5. Practicing lines
 Actors/students need to know their lines
 Create cue cards if needed

6. Production
 Shoot, shoot, and shoot!

7. Editing and post-production 
 Putting the scenes together
 Add music, edit sound, add special effects, add introduction 

and credits

8. Sharing
 Save video on a storage device 
 Upload to YouTube



Examples

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeebARTIrdE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akJElXLFBA0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wl1OwxiPLCw
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